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About Save The Environment: 
Save The Environment is a non-government and non-profit making organization. The organization was established in 1989. 
The organization started working on the arsenic problem in West Bengal since 1992. The organization was first collaborated 
with WWF- INDIA, for the arsenic problem mitigation in the year 1993-95. In the year 1994 the organization again was 
collaborated with All India Institute of Hygiene & Public Health, Ministry of Health, Govt. of India for working with the 
same problem and the collaboration is still there.  
First Arsenic Removal Plant in west Bengal was installed by Save the Environment at Ashoknagar 24Pgs.(N)  with the 
collaboration of AIIH&PH, Govt. of India. 
 
To aware the people about the water crisis and the effect of the arsenic contaminated water we have also made a pond fit for 
rainwater harvesting. Under the MOU of 2004 DRDO, NMRL transferred the technology of Domestic Arsenic Removal 
Filter to STE and accordingly we have installed the filter in Bojpur in the District of Ara, Bihar and in different districts of 
West Bengal. 
 
Our organization has also tied up with IIM, Ahmedabad and they are also supporting us in arsenic mitigation programme in 
India. 
 
Due to the need of household filter since 2003 we have been trying to install domestic filter in every households. 
 
The domestic filter was developed by NMRL, DRDO.  in the year 2003. Some of those filters were installed in 
Machhhlandapur of North 24 Parganas, West Bengal.  After six months of successful run of the filters, NMRL DRDO has 
transferred the technology of the filters to the organizations through MOU.   
 
The village Lalmath of Nadia District of West Bengal is one of the most arsenic affected areas of West Bengal. We already 
distributed 301 arsenic removal (DRDO) filters with the support of Department of Science & Technology in the last year. 
 
This year we are working with seven villages, five villages in Nadia District, one village in UP (Ballia), one village in Bihar 
(Bhagalpur) with the support of Department of Science & Technology, New Delhi. This is three year project. In another 
project we are working with two villages of Tripura with the support of Department of Science & Technology, New Delhi. 
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The technology of DRDO Arsenic Removal Filter is awarded by our Prime Minister.  
The Scientist and Save The Environment also felicited by DRDO, NMRL. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                                                   Arsenic Patient 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Science & Technology Fair 2008 was held from 12th April – 20th April 2008 at central Park, Salt Lake City, Kolkata. The 
pavilion of Rashtriya Vigyan Evam Prodyogiki Sanchar Parishad, DST, New Delhi was organized by SAVE THE 
ENVIRONMENT.  

 

 
 Science & Technology Fair 2008. Dr. Hemanta Kumar 
 Majumder inaugurated the DST Pavilion.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Medical camp was organized by Save the Environment in the village before distribution of filter. The main concept of 
organizing the medical camp was that people could be made alert of the side affect of consuming arsenic contaminated water. 
Sitaram Jindal Foundation is sponsoring Save The Environment in that type of work. 
 
 

 
 
 Medical Camp at Nadia District, supported by Sitaram Jindal Foundation, 
 New Delhi. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rannuckak village is the arsenic affected areas of Bhagalpur, Dist. Bihar. There was an arsenic removal filter 
distribution program is organized by Save The Environment, Kolkata with the collaboration of Jivan Jyoti Krishak Club 
on 5th August 2008 . Save The environment is already distributed 300 DRDO filter in this village. 
 
 

 
                         
   Inauguration programme at Rannuchak, Bhagalpur, Bihar. 
 
An awareness programme was organized by Save The Environment at Kamalpur, Dist. Dhalai, 
Tripura, under the project of “Decentralized Community Based Iron and Arsenic Mitigation Project 
in Tripura”. The programme was sponsored by NCSTC, Department of Science& Technology, New 
Delhi. Save The Environment was organized an Inter School Quiz Competition on 16th August 2008 . 
Above four hundred school students and other people has been enjoyed that Quiz Competition. 
 

 
  Inter School Quiz Competition Winners Cup handed over by Mr. Sudhir Das,  
   MLA, Chairman, TRTC.  
 
 



A filter distribution programme was held at Tiwaritola, Dist. Ballia, Uttar Pradesh on 29th June 2008 . Dr. Vineet Saini 
from DST, New Delhi was grace the occasion. 23 filters are distributed from the Dias. Those 23 filters were distributed 
among the arsenic patient, local two schools and Haldi Thaana. Save The Environment have been distributed total 301 
filters among the villagers of Tiwaritolla, Ballia, Uttar Pradesh. 
 

 
 
  Inauguration Programme at Tiwaritola, Ramgarh, Ballia, U.P. Dr. Vineet  
  Saini, Scientist from DST delivered his lecture. 
 
 
 
 
Save The Environment has been participated an Exhibition of Stand Alone Drinking Water 
Purification Systems at Hotel Peerless Inn which was organized by CII, Dept. of Drinking 
Water Supply, Govt. India, and PHE, Govt. of West Bengal. 
 
 

 
 
Exhibition of Stand alone drinking water purificati on systems at  
Peerless Inn. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY CELEBRATION 
 
With the collaboration of Milan Samity, Save The Environment, Kolkata observed the World      
Environment Day on 5th June 08 at Hrishikesh Park near Amherst Street Police Station, Kolkata.  
An interesting quiz programme was organized on environmental problems. The programme was very graceful with the 
presence and performance of Sri Dilip Kr. Mondal with his talking dall, Bhuta. Each and every one   enjoyed that programme 
very nicely.  
 
ARSENIC DISPOSAL PROGRAMME 
 
We have been organized an arsenic disposal programme` at Lalmath Palta Junior Basic School  
on 25/09/08 with the presence of the students, Sri Bibhuti Bhushan Sarkar (Teacher) and local people.  The disposal has 
been collected and made brick with white cement.  
 

 
 
 
Scholars of CIIE, IIM, Ahamedabad are also supporting us in arsenic  
 mitigation programme in India. 
               

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

A COMPARATIVE STUDY ON THE MAGNITUDE OF ARSENIC CON TAMINATION OF 
WATER IN FOUR STATES OF INDIA  

 
 Chhanda Basu, Avik Roy and Sanjit Mitra 

 
 

 
TABLE  
 
 
                  
SL.NO. NAME OF THE 

HOUSEHOLD 
VILLAGE HIGHEST ARSENIC 

CONCENTRATION 
(mg/l) 

1 Mr. Shriram Pandey (Ballia) 
Tewaritolla 

1.6 

2 Mr. Bhikari (Ballia) 
Tewaritolla 

1.6 

3 Mr. Tulo Das (Bhagalpur) 
Ranuchak 

0.09 

4 Mrs. Parwati Devi (Bhagalpur) 
Ranuchak 

0.09 

5 Mr. Sunil Kr. 
Choudhuri 

(Bhagalpur) 
Ranuchak 

0.09 

6 Md. Abdul Nur (Tripura) 
Manikbhandar 

0.03 

7 Mr. Brindaban 
Pramanik 

(Nadia) 
Lalmath 

1.7 

8 Mr. Sujit Biswas (Nadia) 
Lalmath 

1.7 

9 Mr. Nader Chand 
Biswas 

(Nadia) 
Lalmath 

1.7 

10 Mr Laxmikanta biswas (Nadia) 
Lalmath 

1.7 

11 Mr. Samar Biswas (Nadia) 
Lalmath 

1.7 

12 Mr. Madan Pramanik (Nadia) 
Lalmath 

1.7 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Table No. 1 reveals a comparative picture of the four villages from the four corners of India, namely- 
 
 

1. Tewaritolla (Dist. Ballia; State: UP) 
2. Rannuchak (Dist. Bhagalpur; State: Bihar) 
3. Manikbhandar (State: Tripura) 
4. Lalmath (Dist. Nadia; State:West Bengal) 

 
 
                                            

 
 
 
 
 
It is evident from this table that the village Manikbhandar of the state of Tripura showed only 0.03 mg/l 
of Arsenic concentration as it’s highest. But upon comparison, it is the lowest concentration of all the 
four villages under consideration. The highest concentration of Arsenic (1.7 mg/l) has been found in the 
village of Lalmath, Nadia, West Bengal. The next higher concentration (1.6 mg/l) has been noticed in 
the village of Tewaritolla, Ballia, Uttar Pradesh.  
 
 
                

 FIGURE 1: 
PIE-CHART SHOWING DIFFERENTIAL 

DISTRIBUTION OF HIGHEST CONCENTRATION 
(mg/l) OF ARSENIC IN GROUND WATER  
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Figure 2 shows the distribution of tube wells of these four villages which are contaminated to the degree 
of more than 1.0mg of Arsenic/ liter of water. As it can be seen from the Figure 2, the village 
Tewaritolla (of Dist. Ballia; Uttar Pradesh) has the most number of such contaminated tube wells, 
followed by the village of Lalmath (of Dist. Nadia; West Bengal.). While no such cases were found in  
Tripura villages, Bhagalpur(Bihar) shows a meager number , compared toBallia and Lalmath, which 
comes as a narrow line in the Pie Chart. 
 
A probable justification for the above findings might be the fact that both these villages      falls under 
the Arseniferous belt that encompasses areas of States from West Bengal, a few districts of Bihar, 
Chhattisgarh to Uttar Pradesh. It has also affected neighboring Bangladesh, several districts of Punjab 
and Sind in Pakistan. Also the extractions of ground water in these States are very high. The vast 
number of tube wells found in the villages of Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal leads to over exploitation 
of ground water resource. This too might have played an important role in the high level of Arsenic in 
the subsurface of ground water.  
 
 
 
 
 
                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 FIGURE 2: 
PIE-CHART SHOWING DIFFERENTIAL DISTRIBUTION 

OF NO. OF TUBE WELLS CONTAMINATED BY 
ARSENIC (>1 mg/l)  
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                      “Good by Each and Everybody” 
                        
                         Our Homage to Mr. kishore Das 
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